MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA
2008 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

w Prescription for Health Care in Georgia

The UninsuredEducate state policy makers and take action in pursuing peficyms
that will address the escalating problem of the growing numbettiehpawithout health
insurance in Georgia.

Protect Tort Reform Retain the 13 elements of the tort reform bill passed in 2005
including the cap on non-economic damages and the standard of proof for services
rendered in the emergency room.

Certificate of Need Repeal or reform CON laws that restrict the development of
physician-owned ambulatory surgery centers, procedural and imaging canters
laboratory and ancillary services. In addition, we will support these individielaents
to strengthen the current environment, including:
o0 Oppose elimination of the LNR until the physician-related CON laws areleelpea
o0 Recognition of General Surgery as a “Single Specialty”
o Elimination of Capital Threshold under LNR

Care Management Organization (CMO) RefoEducate state policy makers and take
action in pursuing policy reforms that will address the escalating problansiasd
with the provision of quality health care for Georgia’s patients through Canaddanent
Organizations.

The Tax Reform PlarEducate state policy makers, physicians and the public and take
appropriate action to protect physicians and patients from any unreasonable and
inappropriate provider tax on physician services as may be proposed in the 2008 state
legislative session.

Scope of Practice IssueStop Scope of Practice Expansions by non-physician allied
health care providers. Legislative challenges are expected in 2008 by atgens
representing allied health care providers.

Statewide Trauma Netwarkecure Funding for the Georgia Trauma Care Network
Commission to establish a statewide trauma system as created by [Bérél in the
2007 legislative session.




Vehicle Safety Support the passage of Senate Bill 86, which would require the use of
seat belts in trucks in the State of Georgia and result in fewer fiatHities and injuries
statewide.

TPA RegqulationClose the loopholes that permit self funded and private third party
payers to avoid compliance with the Georgia Prompt Payment Statute.

Medical Practice Act RefornParticipate in and protect the modernization of the Medical
Practice Act from legislative intrusion by Limited License HealtcEtioners or other
inappropriate proposals for reform of the Act.

MAG Medical Staff BylawsImplement and protect the principles of self-governing
hospital medical staff as enumerated by the MAG Model Medical SyédinB
guidelines.

Public Health Issuedkducate state policy makers, physicians and the public and take
appropriate legislative action to protect and support physicians and patientgdatoega
numerous public health issues.

Pathology Billing (HB 342)Educate policy makers and pursue appropriate legislative
action in opposition to HB 342, which would prohibit the practice of client billing in
Georgia and unfairly restrict primary care physicians in appropridtavialp with
patients.

PeachCarePursue appropriate public policy that will ensure the continuing operation and
viability of Georgia’'s PeachCare Program. Protect the program at ienttireshold of
235 percent of the federal poverty level and expansion of the program by fullpremi
participation of parents for income levels above 235 percent of the federal peveity |

Health Information, Technology and Transparency IssMesitor and provide
information and guidance to the Senate Health Information, Transparency and
Technology Committee in all issues affecting the provision of physiciarcesrand the
protection of the physician/patient relationship.




