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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This study estimates the economic impact of private practice physicians’ offices in
Georgia. It does not include physicians that are hospital based, hospitals themselves,
or other components of the health care industry. The impacts estimated would have
been larger had the study encompassed the full health care industry. Using the
Georgia Economic Modeling System (GEMS), faculty and staff at the Carl Vinson
Institute of Government estimated the number of jobs, personal income, and total

economic activity (output) for these offices.

In 2008 private practice physicians’ offices supported

e more than 180,000 jobs,
e over $10 billion in personal income, and

e nearly $20 billion in total economic activity.

By 2020 the economic activity of Georgia’s private practice physicians will increase to

e nearly 270,000 jobs,
e $17.8 billion in personal income, and

e more than $32 billion in total economic output.
Each private practice physician in Georgia today supports
e 13 additional jobs,

e $640,000 in personal income for those jobs, and

e nearly $1.5 million in total economic activity.
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The University of Georgia

The Carl Vinson Institute of Government has served as an integral part of the
University of Georgia for 80 years. A public service and outreach unit of
the university, the Institute has as its chief objective assisting public officials
in achieving better government and communities, particularly in Georgia.
To this end, it draws upon the resources and expertise of the university to
offer an extensive program of governmental instruction, research and policy
analysis, technical assistance, and publications.

Collectively, Vinson Institute faculty and staff design and conduct more than
600 training and development programs per year, in which more than 18,000
public officials participate. Technical assistance takes many forms, including
evaluation of existing facilities and methods, provision of information for
decision makers, and assistance in establishing new programs. Research
helps inform policy decisions at local and state levels.

Research with wide general application is made available through the pub-
lications program. Publications include handbooks for specific governmental
and reports on practical methods for improving governmental operations.
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