Dear all:
SB 415, the tort reform bill, should be up for a vote before the full Senate sometime this
week. The bill passed the Senate Insurance and Labor Committee with a vote of 7-2.
The bill needs to pass the Senate by Thursday to still be “alive” for the remainder of the
legislative session.
SB 415 does the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Improves the state’s failing tort environment that negatively impacts patients and
physicians;
Stop abusive trial lawyer demands designed to increase litigation and prevent insurers
from settling claims;
Eliminate “phantom damages” (the difference between what a patient is billed and what
they pay for their care, which can translate into much higher medical malpractice
awards);
Change the state’s ‘Civil Practice Act’ to improve and streamline the process for
physicians and small businesses that are involved in lawsuits;
Establish guidelines for what a judge needs to consider when they decide whether to
bifurcate a trial;
Includes other legal reforms (e.g., premises liability reform and seat belt admissibility).

SB 415 is important is needed for the following reasons:
•
•
•
•

76 counties in Georgia lack an OB-GYN. One of the reasons Georgia has a hard time
recruiting and retaining OBs is because of our known hostile legal climate for physicians;
Georgia ranks sixth on the ‘Judicial Hellholes’ Top 10 list for 2019-2020;
Georgia now ranks 9th in the U.S. for med-mal payment severity, and it is much higher
than neighboring states that may negatively impact a physician’s decision to come to
Georgia;
Georgia is near the bottom (41st) of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s ‘Lawsuit Climate
Survey’ for 2019.

Please contact the following Senators and ask him/her to support SB 415 because It’s
time for the Georgia General Assembly to pass reasonable legal reforms to protect
consumers and businesses and create a more stable, balanced, and fair legal system.

Sen. Lee Anderson
Sen. Tonya Anderson
Sen. Brandon Beach
Sen. Ellis Black
Sen. Matt Brass
Sen. Greg Dolezal
Sen. Tyler Harper
Sen. Jack Hill
Sen. Burt Jones

lee.anderson@senate.ga.gov
tonya.anderson@senate.ga.gov
brandon.beach@senate.ga.gov
ellis.black@senate.ga.gov
matt.brass@senate.ga.gov
greg.dolezal@senate.ga.gov
tyler.harper@senate.ga.gov
jack.hill@senate.ga.gov
burt.jones@senate.ga.gov

(404) 656-5114
(404) 463-2598
(404) 463-1378
(404) 463-6597
(404) 463-1376
(404) 656-7127
(404) 463-5263
(404) 656-5038
(404) 656-0082

Sen. P.K. Martin
Sen. Butch Miller
Sen. Chuck Payne
Sen. Bruce Thompson
Sen. Lindsey Tippins
Sen. Larry Walker
Sen. Lester Jackson
Sen. Gail Davenport
Sen. Ed Harbison
Sen. Valencia Seay
Sen. Sally Harrell
Sen. Donzella James
Sen. Nan Orrock
Sen. Sheikh Rahman
Sen. Michael Rhett
Sen. Nikema Williams

p.k.martin@senate.ga.gov
butch.miller@senate.ga.gov
chuck.payne@senate.ga.gov
bruce.thompson@senate.ga.gov
lindsey.tippins@senate.ga.gov
larry.walker@senate.ga.gov
lester.jackson@senate.ga.gov
gail.davenport@senate.ga.gov
ed.harbison@senate.ga.gov
valencia.seay@senate.ga.gov
sally.harrell@senate.ga.gov
donzella.james@senate.ga.gov
nan.orrock@senate.ga.gov
sheikh.rahman@senate.ga.gov
michael.rhett@senate.ga.gov
nikema.williams@senate.ga.gov

(404) 463-6598
(404) 656-6578
(404) 656-6578
(404) 656-0065
(404) 657-0406
(404) 656-0095
(404) 463-2279
(404) 463-5260
(404) 656-0074
(404) 656-5095
(404) 463-2260
(404) 463-1379
(404) 463-8054
(404) 463-1318
(404) 656-0054
(404) 656-5035
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